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Jfledical  Qfficer’s  Report. 


Barneield  House,  Stoneclough, 
February  20th,  1905. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Kearsley  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  twentieth 
annual  report,  that  for  1901.  On  looking  back  some 
remarkable  changes  are  shewn.  We  had  then  a population 
of  7250,  against  our  present  9500.  The  Death  rates  were 
about  the  same,  but  our  Birth  rate  has  fallen  from  39  to  27, 
there  being  no  less  than  286  Births  in  1885,  against  257 
last  year.  Our  Death  rate  of  children  under  I shews  even 
more  striking  figures,  it  being  then  103  and  much  the  same 
for  several  years,  against  our  present  229. 


Undoubtedly  during  the  20  years  much  good 
Sanitary  work  has  been  done  and  improvements  made,  and 
these  have  helped  to  keep  down  our  general  Death  rate. 
How  then  account  for  our  very  high  infant  mortality  ? 
It  really  looks  as  if  people  were  less  anxious  to  have 
families,  and  took  less  care  of  any  they  had.  In  the  old 
times  children  were  welcomed  as  likely  soon  to  be  a help  to 
their  parents,  now,  in  spite  of  free  education,  it  is  felt  that 
beginning  work  so  much  later,  and  being  so  much  more 
independent  (is  this  a result  of  education  ? ) they  will  no 
sooner  be  able  to  earn  something  than  they  will  want  to  set 
up  for  themselves.  We  have  developed  into  more  of  a 
manufacturing  district  and  future  mothers  are  tempted  to 
remain  in  the  mill  too  near  to  their  confinement,  and  thus 
not  be  in  a state  to  bear  healthy  children.  Again,  they 
return  to  the  mill  too  soon  after,  thus  leaving  their  children 
to  others’  care.  This  of  course  entails  artificial  feeding, 
which  can  never  be  as  beneficial  as  natural,  and  is  often 
simply  poisonous.  This  improper  feeding  is  generally  due 
to  ignorance,  which  also  accounts  for  the  errors  made  in 


clothing  and  the  cleanliness  of  the  child  and  its  surround- 
ings. I hoped  in  my  last  report  that  our  new  District 
Nurse  might  be  able  to  call  on  the  mothers  and  give  them 
advice.  This  has  been  found  impracticable  as  she  has  been 
fully  occupied.  I think,  however,  that  a sub- committee 
of  the  Nursing  Association  might  be  formed  for  this 
purpose  with  the  greatest  advantage. 


During  the  20  years  a proper  Sewerage  scheme 
has  been  carried  out  in  all  but  a very  small  part  of  the 
district,  a great  number  of  streets  have  been  paved  and 
sewered,  notification  of  infectious  diseases  has  been  adopted 
and  a Nuisance  Inspector  engaged  to  give  all  his  time  to 
the  work.  Privy  ashpits  still  remain  as  a danger  to  health 
but  many  have  been  entirely  rebuilt  and  many  others  filled 
up  and  repaired.  The  connecting  and  trapping  of  slop- 
stone  pipes  is  in  a far  better  state  than  it  ever  was  before, 
but  this  and  the  state  of  the  privies  are  matters  requiring 
constant  inspection  and  attention. 


On  the  whole  I can  safely  congratulate  you  on 
the  changes  made  since  1885  in  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  district.  If  these  changes  have  not  resulted  in 
diminishing  the  Death  rate,  that  is  because  other  evils  have 
increased,  and  steps  must  now  be  taken  to  put  them  down 
also. 


The  number  of  Deaths  registered  last  year  was 
167,  against  176  in  1908.  Three  also  took  place  in  Bolton 
Infirmary,  and  one  in  Lady  well,  of  persons  from  this 
district  ; this  brings  the  total  to  171  and  a Death  rate  of  1 8 
per  1000,  against  an  average  for  the  last  10  years  of  17. 
Fifty-nine  wrere  of  children  under  one,  35  between  one  and 
five,  7 between  five  and  fifteen,  4 between  fifteen  and  twenty- 
five,  42  between  twenty-five  and  sixty-five,  and  24  over 
sixty-five.  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  caused  28  against 
26  in  1903,  Diarrhoea  23  against  15,  Heart  disease  9 as 
before,  Whooping-cough  8 against  0,  Diphtheria  and  Con- 
sumption 7 each  against  6 and  13,  Premature  Birth  and 
Accidents  5 each  against  7 and  3,  Cancer  3 against  6, 
Scarlet  Fever,  Puerperal  Fever,  and  Suicide  2 each  against 


3,  4,  and  2.  Most  Deaths,  20,  took  place  in  January  and 
18  in  August  ; and  fewest,  8,  in  May  and  June. 

The  Notifications  received  were  120  against  105 
in  1903  and  55  in  1902.  Ninety  were  of  Scarlet  Fever 
against  55,  14  of  Diphtheria  against  22,  5 each  of  Typhoid 
and  Erysipelas  against  21  and  6,  3 of  Membranous  Croup, 
2 of  Ouerperal  Fever,  and  1 Continued  Fever. 

Seventy-eight  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  and  10  of  the 
Diphtheria  took  place  in  the  first  half  of  the  year.  Thirty- 
one  were  removed  to  hospital  during  that  time — 28  of 
Scarlet  Fever  and  3 of  Diphtheria. 

The  Births  during  the  year  were  257,  140  males 
and  1 17  females  against  301  in  1903.  This  gives  a rate 
of  27  per  1000,  one  of  the  lowest  we  have  had. 

The  Z ymotic  rate  is  3 as  in  1903.  This  is  too 
high  but  chiefly  due  to  the  large  number  of  deaths  from 
Whooping-cough  and  Diarrhoea  in  children.  Over  the 
first  you  have  no  control,  it  not  being  a notifiable  disease,  and 
over  the  second  very  little,  it  being  generally  due  to  error 
in  feeding,  though  undoubtedly  sometimes  to  sanitary 
defects. 

The  points  most  worthy  of  remark  in  the  above 
figures  are  the  increase  in  Whooping-cough  deaths,  and  the 
falling  off  in  those  from  Consumption.  Next,  the  fall  in 
Notifications  after  June,  and  finally  the  very  few  cases  of 
Typhoid  during  the  year.  I consider  the  last  point  one  we 
may  be  proud  of,  for  it  is  a disease  more  often  due  to 
sanitary  defects  than  any  other. 

The  expense  of  sending  Scarlet  Fever  cases  to 
Hospital  was  becoming  so  great,  and  the  results  appeared 
so  unsatisfactory,  that  in  June  I was  requested  to  make 
enquiries  and  give  you  a special  report  on  the  subject.  As 
the  result  we  have  sent  none  since,  and  so  far  we  have 
certainly  no  reason  to  regret  the  change.  This  is  no  doubt 
hard  in  some  cases,  but  the  hospital  treatment  has  been 
proved  quite  incapable  of  stamping  out  the  disease,  and  it 
is  an  open  question  as  to  whether  it  even  diminished  the 
number. 


Your  Nuisance  Inspector  and  I have  met  almost 
daily  and  I have  visited  any  special  places  he  has  thought 
advisable.  W e also  in  the  autumn  made  a systematic 
inspection  of  the  whole  district.  The  result  was  more 
satisfactory  than  usual,  but  in  certain  localities  serious 
defects  were  found  of  which  X now  give  you  the  chief.  In 
Back  Hilton  Street  we  found  that  many  privies  though 
filled  up  to  the  level  of  the  street  were  still  wet  and  leaking 
into  the  yards  and  street.  Many  yards  were  otherwise 
dirty  and  had  rubbish  heaps  in  their  corners.  In  Cemetery 
Hoad  many  slop-pipes  were  not  trapped,  but  there  being  no 
proper  sewer  this  could  not  be  done  with  any  satisfactory 
results.  Many  yards  were  dirty  and  crowded  with  hen- 
cotes  and  other  structures. 

In  Dale  Street  the  open  sewer  in  front  is  still 
discharging  over  the  surface.  It  is  very  necessary  that 
the  sewerage  scheme  for  this  district  be  carried  out  with- 
out any  further  delay. 

In  Alpine  Terrace  the  yards  were  clean  and  the 
slop-pipes  trapped,  but  a few  ashpits  were  full  and  leaking. 
At  the  end  of  Clammerclough  Row  there  is  a very  deep 
and  dangerous  cesspool.  It  should  be  filled  up  to  the 
ground  level,  for  at  present  it  is  quite  unguarded,  and 
children  falling  in  would  be  suffocated. 

Back  St.  J ohn  and  Gerrard  Streets  require  paving 
and  sewering,  but  the  closets  have  been  greatly  improved 
and  slop-pipes  trapped. 

In  Lord  Street  the  yards  are  good  and  clean. 
Many  water  closets  are  in  use  and  the  privies  are  in  good 
order,  but  in  some  cases  air  and  light  are  much  obstructed 
by  wooden  sheds  and  buildings. 

In  Albert  Street  the  same  state  of  things  prevails 
and  unfortunately  the  sheds  generally  contain  fowls. 

In  James  Street  it  was  much  the  same  and  the 
ashpit  of  No.  13  was  very  defective. 

In  Market  Street  the  tripe  shop  at  53  should  be 
abolished  as  there  is  no  proper  space  for  it.  It  is  badly 
ventilated,  the  floor  wants  re-flagging,  and  the  closet 
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re-building,  as  it  leaks.  At  51  also  the  ashpit  is  defective 
and  uncovered. 

In  High  Style  there  is  a similar  congested  area, 
at  No.  4 the  closet  is  defective  and  leaking  and  should  be 
altered  to  water  carriage.  This  has  been  done  at  the 
adjoining  fish  and  tripe  shops  and  the  yards  put  in  first- 
class  repair. 

In  Old  Hall  Street  the  yards  I before  complained 
of  have  been  much  improved  and  repaved,  and  the  closets 
rebuilt.  One-half  Church  Street  has  been  treated  in  the 
same  way,  but  the  other  still  requires  it  and  a proper  sewer 
making. 

The  lower  end  of  Primrose  Street  has  been  much 
improved,  the  yards  paved,  etc.,  but  the  higher  end  is  in  a 
most  unsatisfactory  state.  The  closets  and  yards  are  very 
wet,  there  is  no  proper  paving  or  drainage  in  the  latter,  and 
they  are  filled  up  with  dirt,  hen  and  pigeon  cotes. 

The  Square  at  the  back  of  Thomas  Street  was  in 
the  same  wretched  condition  as  when  I made  my  special 
report  in  1903,  but  the  alterations  ordered  are  now  nearly 
complete. 

In  Seddon  Square  the  closets  have  been  filled  up 
and  much  improved  in  all  but  one  case.  Paving  is  how- 
ever still  required  both  at  the  back  and  front.  The  same 
applies  to  Baker  Street. 

In  Tonge  Street  the  closets  are  wet  and  defective. 

We  found  St.  John’s  Schools  very  satisfactory. 

At  St.  Stephen’s  the  drainage  has  been  made  good 
but  one  yard  wants  repairs. 

The  closets  at  the  Lower  Kearslev  Wesleyan  were 
wet  and  dirty,  the  roof  requires  repair  and  the  walls  white- 
washing. 

Nothing  had  been  done  to  remedy  the  serious 
defects  of  the  closets  and  yards  at  the  New  Jerusalem, 
which  I mentioned  last  year — it  is  quite  time  the  matter 
was  insisted  on. 


The  Slaughter  houses  were  satisfactory,  the  one 
I before  complained  of  having  been  rebuilt  and  made  the 
best  in  the  district. 

The  Bake-houses  were  satisfactory.  This  applies 
in  a rather  less  degree  to  the  Dairies  and  Cow-sheds.  The 
amount  of  air  and  light  has  been  brought  well  up  to  the 
standard,  but  there  is  room  for  more  attention  to  general 
cleanliness. 

The  few  Workshops  were  visited  and  no  cause 
for  complaint  found.  This  applies  to  the  Factories  with 
the  exception  of  that  on  Kearsley  Moor.  The  sanitary 
defects  before  pointed  out  have  been  remedied  in  all  other 
instances. 

The  most  difficult  to  deal  with  of  the  Nuisances 
found  are  the  dirt  and  obstructions  in  the  small  enclosed 
yards  of  the  Farn worth  end  of  the  district.  In  the 
Kearsley  Moor  and  Lower  Kearsley  divisions  the  population 
is  not  so  congested,  and  the  yards  are  larger  or  in  many 
cases  not  enclosed.  You  have  posted  up  notices  prohibiting 
these  thing’s  but  they  have  little  or  no  result,  and  even 
after  the  Nuisance  Inspector  has  got  the  obstructions 
removed  they  have  been  quickly  replaced.  More  serious 
steps  should  be  taken  in  the  matter. 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

U.  C.  EAHES,  ri.D. 
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KEA.RSLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1904. 
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earsSev  Urban  District  Council* 

Inspector  of  Jfuisances  Report. 


Council  Office, 

Kearsley, 

Farnworth, 

February  20th,  IQ05. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 

Gentlemen, 

In  submitting  to  you  my  fourth  Annual  Report  I wish  to 
state  that  a large  portion  of  the  undermentioned  work  has  been  carried 
out  through  my  having  visited  the  owners  and  persons  responsible  for 
Sanitary  conditions  of  the  vatious  premises,  and  pointing  out  the 
necessity  of  the  work  required  to  be  done.  In  a great  many  cas^s  the 
work  has  "been  carried  out  without  the  necessity  of  serving  notices. 


Summary  of  Nuisances  dealt  with 

Number  of  Nuisances  discovered 
Notices  served 
Number  of  Nuisances  abated 
Letters  written  respecting  Nuisances 


Description  of  Nuisances  dealt  with  : — 

To  open,  clean  out,  and  flush  choked  drains 
Construct  proper  drains 
Fix  stench  trapped  gullies 
Unnecessary  gullies  removed 
Repair  broken  slop  pipes 
Yards  flagged  or  paved 
Water  closets  provided  in  place  of  ashpits 
Ashpits  rebuilt 

Fill  up  and  repair  insanitary  ashpits 
Additional  ashpits  built 
Lime  wash,  cleanse,  and  purify  houses  on  certificate 
of  Medical  Officer 

Houses  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  habitation 
Defective  casing  troughs  and  downspouts 
Abate  Nuisances  caused  by  the  keeping  of  animals 
Remove  accumulations  or  deposits  of  refuse 
Miscellaneous  Nuisances 


538 

191 

569 

49 


22 

77 

122 

13 
96 
39 
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25 

14 
45 
36 


Total 


569 


Infectious  Disease. 

There  were  120  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  reported  during: 

1904. 


31  cases  removed  to  Hospital,  viz  : 


Scarlet  Fever 

28 

Diphtheria 

o 

Total 

31 

Number  of  Notifications.  . . 

120 

Houses  revisited  

275 

Rooms  fumigated 

....  214 

I have  visited  all  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  reported  and 
given  printed  and  verbal  instruction  where  necessary,  as  to  the  proper 
means  of  isolation  of  the  patients,  also  as  to  the  disinfection  of  the 
clothing  and  surroundings. 

At  the  termination  of  each  case  the  house  was  fumigated,  and 
all  necessary  steps  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

Careful  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  drains,  privies,  and 
milk  supplies,  and  surroundings,  and  defects  found  have  been  remedied 
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Disease, 

Jan. 

Feb 

Mar. 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sep. 

Oct. 

Nov 

Dec. 

X 

r-— 1 

*3 

4-* 

o 

H 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

9 

16 

23 

8 

14 

7 

o 

> 

1 

3 

1 

— 

5 

90 

Typhoid  Fever. 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

Erysipelas  .... 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Diphtheria 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

14 

Puerperal  .... 

1 

2 

Membraneous 

Croup 

9 

1 

3 

onti  nued 
Fever .... 

1 

1 

' 

Totals  

13 

18 

27 

10 

18 

9 

5 

o 

5 

A 

9 

6 

!20 

Li 

o 

w 

Unsound  Food. 

Slaughter  Houses,  Fish,  Fruit,  and  Butchers’  Shops,  have 
been  periodically  inspected.  No  food  has  been  seized  during  the  year. 


Factory  and  Workshops 

Have  been  inspected  along  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and,  Milkshops. 

During  the  year  these  have  been  periodically  inspected.  The 
following  improvements  have  been  carried  out  : — 

Side  o’th’  Green  Farm,  Stoneclough. 

Lighting  improved. 

Floors  improved. 

Drains  all  relaid  and  made  to  discharge  on  to  trapped  gullies  out- 
side the  buildings. 

Yard  improved. 

A new  manure  tank  has  been  built. 

Trapped  gully  removed  from  the  inside  of  the  dairy. 

A few  smoke  observations  have  been  taken. 


I am 


Your  obedient  servant, 


GEORGE  WALSH, 


Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


